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Montecito’s deadly mudslides 


Before Tuesday’s mudflows, maps used by fire and emergency response officials showed how devastating mudflows 
would cover neighborhoods down to the 101 Freeway and beach. 


MO Flood debris flow risk area 


Victims 
include 
couples, 
retirees, 


children 


By LAURA J. NELSON 
AND PALOMA ESQUIVEL 


Peter Fleurat and his 


partner, Lalo Barajas, 
wanted to ride out the storm 
together. 


Their house on Hot 
Springs Road in Montecito 
was in a voluntary evacua- 
tion zone. The couple de- 
cided to stay home, keeping 
an eye on their sprawling 
property — especially their 
beloved garden and koi 
pond. 

Early Tuesday morning, 
the floor began to roll under- 
neath their bed. Then a wave 
of mud and debris punched 
through their wall. The force 
of the debris flow sucked 
them both out of the house, 
Barajas told CBS News. 

“Grab onto some wood, 
and don’t let go,” Fleurat 
yelled as he was swept away. 

Barajas survived with 
cuts, bruises and a sprained 
neck. Fleurat was killed. 

The 18 victims identified 
in the Montecito mudslides 
were children and retirees, 
immigrants and longtime 
residents, united by the mud 
and debris that crashed 
through their neighborhood 
Tuesday. 

Santa Barbara officials 
have cautioned that the 
death toll could still rise. 
Five people remained miss- 
ing as of Friday afternoon. 

Here are the stories of 
some of the victims. 
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Peter Fleurat 


Fleurat, 73, loved the out- 
doors — and he loved an au- 
dience. 

An avid naturalist, Fleu- 
rat spent hours hiking, bik- 
ing and gardening on the 

[See Victims, A8] 
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Los Angeles Times 


BRIAN VAN DER BRUG Los Angeles Times 
A HOLIDAY card lies in the debris of the Cantin family home. From left, Kim, 
who survived; David, who was killed; Jack, who is missing; and Lauren, who was 
rescued from the wreckage Wednesday. At least 18 died in Tuesday’s mudslides. 


Braced for a fire, 


blindsided by mud 


Slides that followed the Thomas 
blaze were a stealthy, lethal threat 


By MATT HAMILTON 
AND JOSEPH SERNA 


MONTECITO, Calif. — 
When the Thomas fire swept 
down from the Los Padres 
National Forest and took 
aim at this coastal town in 
December, the looming di- 
saster was impossible to 
miss. 

Powerful winds picked 
up, smoke shielded the sun 
and brought an eerie dark- 
ness to the landscape, and 
towers of flames could be 
seen in the distance. Thou- 
sands of residents fled as 
what would become the larg- 
est fire on record in Califor- 
nia pushed to the Pacific 


Destruction’s path 


Debris from San Ysidro 
Creek thrashed dozens of 
homes. CALIFORNIA, Bi 


Ocean. Dozens of homes 
were lost in the Montecito 
area, but no one died. 

The mudslides that fol- 
lowed the fire this week were 
a much more stealthy and 
ultimately lethal threat. 
Though residents had been 
warned about heavy rain 
and potential debris flows, 
many took the threat far less 
seriously than the fires. And 
when the earth started mov- 
ing, there was nowhere to 


run. 

The Montecito mud- 
slides killed at least 18 peo- 
ple, with five still missing, 
making it the deadliest 
flooding event in California 
in decades. It’s likely to 
spark rethinking about how 
government agencies han- 
dle evacuations and warn- 
ings about the coming 
threat. Many of those killed 
lived in areas that were 
under only voluntary evacu- 
ation orders because offi- 
cials didn’t believe the mud- 
slides would travel so far 
south toward the ocean. 

The destruction in Mon- 
tecito underscores how little 
margin of error there is in 


[See Mud, A7] 
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Secret list of 
officer issues 
spurs review 
of past cases 


wee district attorney 
to examine deputies’ 
roles in convictions, 
some of which could 
be vacated as a result. 


By Maya Lau, 
BEN POSTON 
AND CORINA KNOLL 


The Los Angeles County 
district attorney’s office has 
launched a comprehensive 
review of past criminal cases 
featuring deputies placed on 
a secret Sheriff’s Depart- 
ment list of officers whose 
histories of misconduct 
could undermine their credi- 
bility in court. 

Dist. Atty. Jackie Lacey 
said she ordered the exami- 
nation in response to a 
Times investigation last 
month that identified 24 
deputies on an older version 
of the confidential list, in- 
cluding many who were dis- 
ciplined or convicted of 
crimes. 

Prosecutors, she said, are 
combing through cases in 
which those deputies might 


have testified and are trying 
to determine whether de- 
fendants should have been 
notified of the misconduct. 

The deputies have been 
identified as potential wit- 
nesses in more than 4,400 fel- 
ony criminal cases since 
2000, according to a Times 
analysis of district attorney 
records, though it is unclear 
how often they testified or 
how significant a role they 
played in those cases. 

Lacey said she could not 
recall a similarly large 
undertaking by her office 
since the Rampart scandal 
of the late 1990s, when accu- 
sations of perjury, evidence 
tampering and other serious 
misconduct against dozens 
of LAPD officers led prose- 
cutors to undo the convic- 
tions of more than 100 de- 
fendants. 

“These are things prose- 
cutors need to know to make 
sure that justice is done,” 
she said of the deputy mis- 
conduct detailed by The 
Times. “As far as I’m con- 
cerned, it’s part ofour... obli- 
gation to look into those 
cases in which the officers 
testified in the past and re- 

[See Investigation, A10] 


A world of 


outrage greets 
‘Trump’s words 


By ROBYN DIXON 
AND SIOBHAN O’GRADY 


JOHANNESBURG, 
South Africa — The anger 
was swift and the shock not 
surprising, but the humor — 
spontaneous social media 
posts of breathtaking im- 
ages of African savannas, 
sunsets and wildlife tagged 
with the word “shithole” — 
drove home a point about 
making sweeping generali- 
zations of an entire conti- 
nent. 

President Trump himself 
was probably not prepared 
for the global fury after he 
made crude remarks about 
El Salvador, Haiti and all of 
Africa. 

According to people in 
the room, the president add- 
ed: “We should have people 
from places like Norway.” 

It didn’t take long for so- 
cial media to explode with 
condemnation. 

“@realDonaldTrump,” 
wrote former Mexican Presi- 
dent Vicente Fox on Twitter, 
“your mouth is the foulest 
shithole in the world. With 
what authority do you pro- 
claim who’s welcome in 
America and who’s not. 
America’s greatness is built 
on diversity, or have you for- 
gotten your immigrant 
background, Donald?” 

President Salvador 


No brand is too small for counterfeiters 


By DAVID PIERSON 


Team Dream is a small 
business by most any mea- 
sure. 

The quirky cycling ap- 
parel brand has just five em- 
ployees. It produces only 
about 100 pieces of each gar- 
ment and operates out of a 
converted gas station in San 
Marino, where a closet-sized 
nook doubles as both a ful- 
fillment center and R&D 
lab. 

Its founder, Sean 
Talkington, has taken in no 
outside investment and only 
applied for his first credit 


GINA FERAZZI Los Angeles Times 
TEAM DREAM, based in San Marino with only five 
employees, saw its cycling clothing copied and sold on 
a Chinese online shopping site. 


card afew years ago because 
his bank told him he needed 
one to operate a retail store. 

“We're ablip,” Talkington 
said. 

So it came as a shock one 
day to learn that Team 
Dream clothing was being 
counterfeited and sold ona 
major Chinese e-commerce 
Site. 

Piracy was a problem 
that befell big brands such 
as Nike and Adidas, Talking- 
ton thought, not upstarts 
like Team Dream, which has 
no advertising budget and 
got its start selling clothes 
out ofa 1970 Volkswagen bus. 

But there it was, a 


cheaper facsimile of Team 
Dream’s U.S.-made $135 
“Thin Stripe Long Sleeve” 
jersey for sale on Taobao, 
Chinas premier online 
shopping site owned by Al- 
ibaba, for about half the 
price. 

The seller, a store named 
Gentleman Racing Club, 
made only the slightest 
changes: removing Team 
Dream’s chubby bobcat logo 
and stamping GRC on the 
back. Its page, which Al- 
ibaba removed after talking 
to The Times, even included 
one of Team Dream’s Insta- 
gram photos of a cyclist 

[See Knockoffs, A12] 


EVAN VUCCI Associated Press 
MANY in Africa felt 
particularly aggrieved by 
President Trump’s dis- 
paraging comments. 


Misperceptions of 
Africans in U.S. 


On average, immigrants 
from the continent are 
better educated than 
people who were born 
here. BACK STORY, A2 


Sanchez Ceren of El Sal- 
vador also unleashed his dis- 
pleasure on Twitter. 

“The declaration of the 
president of the United 
States strikes at the dignity 
ofthe Salvadoran public,” he 
wrote in Spanish, addingina 
second tweet that the coun- 
try formally protests and en- 
ergetically rejects such 
statements. 

On the eighth anniversa- 

[See Reactions, A4] 


New Trump 
threat on Iran 


The president keeps 
the nuclear deal, for 
now, and imposes 
terrorism-related 
sanctions. WORLD, A5 


Flu deaths rise 
in California 
Influenza has killed 

42 people younger 
than 65 so far this 
season, compared with 
nine this time last 
year. CALIFORNIA, B1 


Weather: Some sun. 
L.A. Basin: 81/56. B6 
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